
Dexter Elementary Spring 

Newsletter 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope everyone was able to cope with our winter weather and is ready for spring and some warmer 

weather.  We have many activities planned for our students to get them ready for spring.  On March 

20 and 21, our PTO will provide our students the opportunity to visit a planetarium, which will be  

inflated in our gymnasium.  The students will be able to learn about the sun, moon and the rest of 

our solar system.  The following week on March 29 our PTO is bringing a dinosaur exhibit to our 

building for our students to tour and visit.  We also have ‘Pie in the Eye’ scheduled in April to benefit 

our backpack program giving some students a chance to pie their favorite teacher or maybe even 

their Principal.  Our last day of school before April spring break is Friday, April 12 and spring break 

will be the week of April 15-19.       

Our NYS English Language Arts Exam for grades 3-6 will be April 2 & 3, 2019 and the NYS Math Exam 

for grades 3-6 will be May 1 & 2, 2019.  The NYS Written Science test for 4th grade will be June 3, 

2019.  Fortunately, the tests will be shorter and students will not have the pressure of having a      

certain amount of time to complete the exams.  Both the ELA and Math test have been reduced 

from three days of testing to two days.  You can assist us by demonstrating a positive attitude        

toward the tests with your child.  In addition, let your child know that you are confident in his or her 

abilities.  Explain that some test questions may be difficult and that it does not matter if other       

students finish earlier.  Furthermore, tell your child that it is good to proceed at his or her own pace. 

We also ask your assistance in making sure your child is physically prepared on the day of the test. 

Taking a test requires a student’s full attention, so your child should be well rested on test day as well 

as having a healthy breakfast and nutritious lunch.  Keeping with that theme, our Dexter Elementary 

PTO will once again this year provide breakfast to our 3rd through 6th grade students each day of our 

NYS ELA and Math tests and 4th grade Science test day.  By working together, parents, teachers, and 

students can raise the level of achievement in our schools. We appreciate all you do in assisting our 

students to be as successful as they possibly can be. 

Finally, please remember to check our school website, www.gblions.org, for budget updates and 

meeting dates.  Our school budget vote is Tuesday, May 21, from 12:00 PM – 9:00 PM in the Jr./Sr. 

High School Gymnasium. 

Sincerely,   Mr. David Ramie 

415 East Grove Street 

Dexter, NY 13634 

Phone: (315) 779-2300 

http://www.gblions.org


Dr. Seuss’ birthday is 

March 2nd and we 

have been celebrating 

all month long! 



And th
at’s a wrap!!  

What a great show!!! 

Thank you everyone for p
articipating and for    

coming to
 see th

e amazing talents at o
ur 

schools!  A
nother ro

und of applause for th
at la

st 

act, t
hose were some moves!! 



PRE-K 

The children in Pre-K have been having a 

blast getting their hands dirty during our 

Community Unit.  The scissors have been in 

motion, the glue has been flying, and magic 

has been happening!  One of our favorite 

creations was a Cityscape Look and Find.  

Our class decided to explore the things you 

might find in a city while also making an     

interactive mural for the rest of the school 

to enjoy.  Viewers are challenged to find 

shapes, letters, and numbers hidden in our 

picture.  Have some fun and take a look at 

the snapshot of our mural below…can you 

find these shapes? 

 

Mrs. Zehr and 

Mrs. Vincent 



The Kindergarten classes had a busy winter. The students 
have enjoyed learning about the various holidays, as well as, celebrating the 
100th day of school. 

 The winter season has fit right in with our Unit on Weather and Seasons. We 
have just started our Bird Unit.  There are a lot of interesting bird facts, just ask 
us.   In Math, we have been working on addition and subtraction and their      
symbols.  The children are becoming fluent in reading their math number       
sentences.  They are also reading, writing and love their new communication 
skills.  Valentine’s Day was especially fun reading their cards and expressing their 
gratitude to one another. 

Everyone is looking forward to discovering some of the many signs of spring. The 
Groundhog thinks spring is right around the corner! Let’s hope he’s right! 

ENJOY THE REST OF THE WINTER! 

Mrs. Bellinger and Ms. Biedekapp 

KINDERGARTEN 



It’s hard to believe that the year is half over!  It seems as if we just 

got started.   

   We have started an exciting challenge in the second grade.  

All second graders learn to write numbers up to 1,000.  The students 

then have the option to continue writing numbers, independently, up 

to 10,000!  It’s a difficult task and not many students succeed, even 

though they all try their very best.  Those that do get to 10,000 

are treated to a special treat with the teacher.  We are looking   

forward to see who will be earning that special treat in May.  

GOOD LUCK second graders. 

 The Iditarod (The Last Great Race on Earth) begin March 2nd. 

The second graders have had so much fun researching the different 

mushers. Each second grader has chosen a musher and will follow 

him/her on their journey throughout this race. Please see our    

classroom weekly newsletters for information on how/where to     

follow your child’s musher when your child cannot be in school.   
           

Miss Martin and  Mrs. Wiley 

2nd Grade 



The school year is flying right by. We            

celebrated the 100th day of school on February 

26th.  The children received many comments 

on their 100th day attire. As we are quickly    

approaching second grade we are focusing on 

reading fluency and comprehension. Reading 

nightly is great way to help with fluency.  You 

can mix it up by having your child read one 

page and you read the next.  On library day the   

children are being encouraged to take out a 

book they can read. Several of the first graders 

have completed their rainbow challenge words.  

This is another easy way to help your child with 

their fluency.   

Mrs. St. Onge and Ms. Tyo 

1st GRADE 



The third grade classes are busy preparing for their first New York State   
assessments in Mathematics and English Language Arts.  The students are 
really working hard and putting in a lot of effort.  Please continue to read 

at home nightly and study your math facts.  Our third graders are currently 
working on multiplication!  Those that memorize their multiplication facts 

from two through twelve will enjoy an ice cream sundae celebration on 
March 8th.   

     Both third grade classes enjoyed three sessions of Fraction Hero.       
During these sessions they used fraction manipulatives in order to interact 

with a live streamed video conference. 

   Furthermore, our third grade classes scheduled a trip to the Minna       
Anthony Nature Center to go snowshoeing.  We are very hopeful that the 

weather will cooperate with us!  We’ll also get a chance to feed wild   
birds…off our heads!  It should be a blast!   

     Parents please remember to check and sign the student planners daily.  
They are an excellent form of communication, teach responsibility, and 

keep you updated on events, as well as, upcoming exams. 

                                            

      Thank you for your support, 

 Ms. Edwards and Mrs. Ketcham 

3rd Grade 



Fourth grade continues to be a busy year.  In Social Studies, we are studying         
colonial New York and the American Revolution.  Students are finding it interesting 
to discover what our colony was like hundreds of years ago.  Ask your child how 
his/her life is different from that of a colonial child. 

Soon, students will learn how to measure the mass, length, and volume of 
matter during science.  We will be doing several exciting experiments to learn    
these new concepts. Students will apply these concepts during the New York State 
Science test in May. 

Fourth graders continue to prepare for the New York State English Language 
Arts test in April and the New York State Math test in May.  Although students are 
working very hard in all subject areas, we have had some fun too. We spent an 
afternoon sledding, and also learned about colonial times with a presentation from 

the Historical Society. 

Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Paige 

4TH GRADE 



Happy March , Fifth Grade Families! We hope that you have had a warm winter, and are as 
excited to see spring soon as we are. Thank you for your support of both our winter and             
Valentine’s Day holiday parties. The students had great fun at both. 

Our classrooms and students have been busy in ELA. Since the last newsletter, we have     
finished the novel Holes by Louis Sachar. Students completed a variety of activities in conjunction 
with small group reading. In January, we started our sports unit off with a bang. Students read    
various opinion articles on issues such as contact sports for children and sports in schools.          
Students dissected these texts and determined what the author’s opinion was, what reasons they 
had for that opinion, and what evidence they used to support themselves. We then read Promises 
to Keep: How Jackie Robinson Changed America by Sharon Robinson. We continued using our skills 
to determine the author’s various opinions throughout the text. Students also practiced            
summarizing and paraphrasing, as well as learning to identify various text features and their       
importance to the text. Students are currently in the process of researching an influential sports 
figure and writing a short biography of that figure, as well as creating a photo essay about their 
figure. We will then begin reading the novel Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli. 

          The focus in math is on operations with fractions. Students have already learned how to add 
and subtract fractions, and we are moving forward with multiplication and division of fractions. 
We   encourage all students to continue to practice their basic math facts. Students can utilize          
flashcards in order to practice or can use websites such as www.xtramath.org or 
www.sumdog.com to increase their math fact fluency. 

Students  have been studying Early American People in Social Studies. Students have been 
comparing the cultures of the groups and created a poster project with a small group. Students 
will continue to learn about different cultures as they focus on the Maya, Aztec and Inca               
civilizations next. Science has been a busy place since Christmas Break! We have learned about    
genetics and how traits are passed from parents to offspring. We then learned about how            
organisms adapt to survive in different environments. To wrap-up our study of these topics,         
students selected two animals and conducted research on their habitats, lifestyles, and                
adaptations. They then “mashed-up” their two animals to create a new one with inherited  traits 
and adaptations from both parents. Our next unit of study will be on ecosystems. 

Again, we love having each and every one of your students in our classroom and look        
forward to finishing up the year strong.  Happy Spring! 

Mrs. Konwinski and Mrs. Vodicka 

5th Grade 

http://www.xtramath.org
http://www.sumdog.com


Congratulations to Ethan Aumell, Grace Eveleigh, Kyle Goss, Olivia Goss, Kendyl Sanford, Jordan Perkins, and Brody 

Watson, members of our 6th grade Odyssey Team. They received 2nd place in the Odyssey Of The Mind Competition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things have been very busy in the sixth grade.  We have finished The Lightning Thief and have moved into our next selection,                       

Bud , Not Buddy.  This novel takes place during the great depression and is full of figurative language. Students are doing an   

excellent job making sense of the main character’s language use.   

Some great news that pertains to ELA: our creative writing contest called ECHOES results came in.  We had some excellent       

entries.  

 Congratulations to our Showcased Author: Gabriella Shuler 

Honorable mention:  Maura Natali , Morgan Dillenback and  Xzavier Lyons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great writing sixth graders! 

6th Grade 

Continued... 



Please be aware that you might see an increase in homework.  As we approach our testing 

time, we will be doing more writing and students may need some extra time to finish           

assignments.  We will be fine tuning our writing skills and students may not finish during 

class time. 

The sixth grade students just finished their unit on weather and are now discovering what 

changes occur within our Earth’s crust. We will study the theory of plate tectonics, what   

causes earthquakes, and finish the unit building model volcanoes.  

It is never too early to begin thinking about the Science Fair in May.    With all the other        

activities our students are into, it might be a good time to start thinking of some neat ide-

as!! Students can start researching ideas and come up with some great project ideas early 

on. 

As always, we are keeping an eye to the future.  Keep up the good study habits and using 

that planner sixth graders!  Next year will bring major challenges and new adventures.  It 

will be here before you know it.  We keep in contact with the Junior High instructors and we        

hopefully have put some strategies in place to make your transition a smooth one! 

6th Grade, continued... 

Ms. Aumell and Mrs. Connell 





Physical Education  
classes in the Dexter Elementary have been engaging  
students in cooperative games. Students work in small 
groups and try to accomplish a common goal or task     
using various strategies. Communication,  cooperation, 
and concentration were essential to the success to their 
team. Students talked about how to plan for tasks and 
how to be a leader and or a direction follower in the 
group, both are very important. The strategies and      
fundamentals have been discussed and the hope is that 
students will now be putting them to use in real life       
situations. Students are also working on their           
sportsmanship while working with team members. Being 
a positive and encouraging team member is very            
important to being successful as a group. 

 We will be transitioning into our rhymes and dance 
unit at the end of February. Dance is an important part of physical education in that 
it is a lifelong physical fitness activity. The students in grades 3-6 will be working on 
popular dance sequences and making up their own performances for the                
culminating activity. Students in grades k-2 will be working on square dancing and 
popular line dances.  

 Please remember to have students take their jewelry off on days that they 
have PE. Also the weather looks to be staying with the snow theme, so please have 
students pack sneakers in their back packs on days that they wear boots.  
 



Library 

Mrs. Foss had a great time in the library this month,   
celebrating Dr. Seuss’s  birthday.  The hallway was   

decorated, with some help from a few 5th graders, and 
we had a ball with the  Dr. Seuss photo booth ! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTO 

mailto:jacquelynorvis@yahoo.com


 

 

DEXTER HEAD START is taking applications for 2019-2020 school year in the General Brown 

School District. Families with children that will be age 3 or 4 on or before December 1st, 2019 are 

eligible to apply. We provide a variety of options including center-based and home based for ru-

ral areas. Transportation is available within center boundaries.  

Head Start is a federally funded pre-school education program offered at no cost to families who 

are income eligible. Automatically eligible are those families receiving public assistance or SSI, are 

homeless, and foster children. Income may be waived for a child with a diagnosed disability or 

living in a high-risk environment. 

Head Start offers your child the educational opportunity to socialize with peers in a classroom 

setting, engage in pre-kindergarten readiness experiences, and to build on individual skills and 

talents.  

Head Start provides additional services including family support, mental health resources, health 

and developmental screenings, on-site nutritious meals and parent trainings. 

Please call us at 315-639-3600 to schedule an application appointment! 
 

 

 

 


